The Presidents: Volume 1 

(John Quincy Adams to Lincoln 1849-1865)
John Quincy Adams (1825-1829) (0:00-11:33)
· In the early years serving as Secretary of State was the stepping stone to becoming president
· John Quincy Adams faced off against several candidates for president including Andrew Jackson

· 1824 was the first year that states began counting the popular vote for president to determine his popularity with the common man but the electoral college still determined the president

· Based on the electoral college vote, Jackson received the most votes but it wasn’t a majority so it went to the House of Representatives to determine the president

· As it went to the House, a scandal clearly occurred as the House quickly chose Adams as the president, and Adams made Henry Clay (one of his former opponents and Speaker of the House) the Secretary of State)
· As Adams took office, Jackson complained of corruption

· The accusation of corruption followed Adams throughout his presidency

· John Adams (his father) wrote to him “No man who ever held the office of president would ever congratulate a friend for obtaining it”

· 57 years old Democratic-Republican from Massachusetts
· John Quincy Adams
· 6th President

· Wife: Louisa
· Children: 3
· Humorless
· Superb mind
· Arrogant
· Inflexible manager
· Adams had many lofty goals:
· Territories

· Science

· Education

· Internal Improvements

· The Congress did not support any of his ambitions and left Adams with few accomplishments

· The Jackson supporters blocked everything he tried to accomplish

· He was short, pudgy, stubborn, and was the first to wear long pants instead of breeches

· Adams failed in the same ways that his father had

· Adams never recovered from the claims that he gained the office through corruption

· Adams didn’t hire friends and fired foes- instead he kept opponents in power- this hurt him

· When Adams ran against Jackson for re-election the election was dirty

· The election of 1828 was a brutal and dirty campaign

· Jackson was touted as a military hero but enemies called him a gambler, tyrant, barbarian and attacked his wife (his wife married Jackson before getting a divorce from previous husband)

· Adams was accused of living with his wife before marriage, for providing an American girl to the Russian czar, buying a pool table for gambling, breaking the Sabbath, etc.

· The campaign was all about the character of the candidates and not about politics

· The things said about Jackson were mostly true and those about Adams were mostly false

· Jackson was popular with the common man and won by a landslide

· Unfortunately, Jackson’s wife died just before his inauguration

· 2 years later Adams became the only U.S. President who was later elected to the House of Representatives where he was an outspoken abolitionist against slavery (which is what he was known for- not his presidency)

· In 1843 he was the first president ever photographed

Andrew Jackson (1829-1837) (11:33-26:59)
· Jackson saw himself as a follower of Jefferson, but to Jefferson, Jackson was a dangerous man

· 61 year old Democrat from Tennessee
· Jackson was a complex man

· He believed that he was the voice of the common man

· Andrew Jackson
· 7th President

· Wife: Rachel (died just before his presidency)
· Children: None
· Cantankerous
· Iron-willed
· Fighter for the people

· Intimidating manager
· He was born in a log cabin, chewed tobacco, smoked a pipe, was a gambler, and barroom brawler. He preferred to be called general rather than Mr. President and had engaged in several duels and was an ardent Indian fighter

· Jackson used his temper as a management tool
· Jackson fired his enemies and hired friends- spoils system (to the victor go the spoils)

· Margaret Peggy Eagan (wife of Secretary of War) had married her husband before being divorced fully so Jackson’s cabinet members’ wives refused to socialize with her- as a result Jackson asked his cabinet members to resign and they did

· Jackson readily hired and fired cabinet members

· Jackson preferred to rely on his closest advisors and friends (Jackson’s kitchen cabinet)- this angered Jackson’s critics but he didn’t care

· One of Jackson’s biggest accomplishment was the Indian Removal Act- to forcibly remove Indians east of the Mississippi River

· The Cherokee sued and Chief Justice Marshall sided with the Cherokee and said they didn’t have to move- Jackson responded that Marshall “had made his decision, now let him enforce it”
· The Indians were rounded up at gunpoint and forced to march west (Trail of Tears)

· Jackson next faced the South Carolina Nullification Act- it didn’t like the high tariff on imported goods since it helped the north and hurt the south

· Vice President John C. Calhoun incited the Nullification Act- Jackson hated Calhoun and as a result he threatened to use force to oppose the act

· Jackson made it clear that he was the supreme leader of the union

· In 1828, Jackson’s critics called him a Jackass.  Because he liked the image so much he adopted it and it became the symbol of the new Democratic Party

· In 1832, Jackson faced the bank issue- his greatest enemy

· Congress led by Henry Clay renewed the bank’s charter 2 years early.  As excepted Jackson vetoed it. Clay and Biddle thought that a veto of the bank bill would crush Jackson’s re-election bid and Clay would easily win the presidential election

· Jackson saw the veto of the bank as proof that he was for the common man and against the powerful bank

· Jackson easily won re-election.  He then began moving money from the national bank to private banks

· When Congress learned what Jackson had done, they censured Jackson (but the Democrats later expunged the censure)

· Jackson’s presidency greatly increased the power of the president through his actions

· Under Jackson, the U.S. was completely debt free for the first and only time in history

Martin Van Buren (1837-1841) (26:59-31:07)
· 54 year old Democratic from New York
· Van Buren was a backroom politician and a political mastermind of the Democratic Party and protégé of Jackson

· Martin Van Buren
· 8th President

· Wife: None (widower)

· Children: 4
· Father of the Democratic Party
· Elegant dresser
· Witty
· Poor decision maker
· Van Buren loved the good life and treated the presidency as a reward for his life of hard work
· He was given the reputation as being a “wannabe” aristocrat and was called “King Martin”

· The Panic of 1837 occurred immediately after he took office with deep economic depression and unemployment 

· In 1839, another panic occurred as a result of a drop in price of cotton

· Van Buren straddled the fence on many issues and couldn’t make decisions

· He couldn’t bring himself to annex Texas because he thought it would worsen the slavery issue

William Henry Harrison (1841) (31:07-34:37)
· The election of 1840 was the first to have full blown rallies, chants, sayings, and election campaigns

· Harrison and John Tyler (his vice president) became known for their military achievements (like Jackson)

· Harrison was made fun of for being old, but ultimately, it was the bad economy under Van Buren that was the issue that won Harrison the election

· One month presidency March 4- April 4, 1841

· 68 year old Whig from Ohio
· Harrison gave a long and learned inaugural address to show people he was intelligent

· His address took 2 hours in the bitter cold and he caught pneumonia

· William Henry Harrison
· 9th President

· Wife: Anna
· Children: 10
· Last president born a British subject
· Only president who studied medicine
· Unpretentious
· Consensus seeker
· After Harrison died, John Tyler immediately went to Washington to assume his role as President
John Tyler (1841-1845) (34:37-38:56)
· Tyler was a wealthy southern planter, who believed in state’s rights

· Tyler was fearful of a strong central government, yet like Jefferson, when he took office he expanded that power

· 51 year old Whig from Virginia
· John Tyler
· 10th President

· Wife: Letecia (died during presidency) and then Julia
· Children: 15
· Stubborn
· Aloof
· Aristocratic
· Independent leader
· He immediately set out to prove to everyone that he was in charge
· He felt that Congress should make policy- which gave people the false impression that he was weak

· People challenged his power since the nation did not have a clear cut plan for the vice president assuming the role as president

· Tyler and his cabinet did not agree- and Tyler asked for their resignations

· The Whigs pushed a new bank law that was vetoed by Tyler- as a result the Whigs kicked him out of the party

· The border with Canada was set and Texas was annexed under Tyler- yet his political popularity could not be repaired and Tyler did not run for re-election
James K. Polk (1845-1849) (38:56-44:17)
· Polk promised to continue the western expansion that had begun under Jackson
· 49 year old Democrat from Tennessee
· Polk was just like Jackson

· James K. Polk

· 11th President

· Wife: Sarah
· Children: None

· Workaholic
· Accessible

· Devious
· Micro-manager
· Although he was probably a good president he was not that likeable
· Polk saw himself as a servant of the people and met with citizens once per week

· Gas lights were installed at the White House so Polk could work through the night

· He was a hands-on president who directly oversaw the budget

· His belief was that manifest destiny and American western expansion was absolutely necessary

· Polk vowed to serve one term and solve the following:

· Border issue in Oregon

· Add California

· Set up an independent treasury

· Lower tariffs on imports

· By threatening force with England the Canadian border was set at the 49th parallel

· Polk went to war with Mexico to settle the Texas border and for the southwest and California

· His expansion of the nation was Polk’s greatest achievement

Zachary Taylor (1849-1850) (00:00-6:58)
· By the middle 1800s, the American republic was a loose association of states and slavery was a major issue

· Tensions were rising between the North and the South- slavery was a major issue that divided America

· 64 year old Whig from Louisiana
· Taylor was a war hero and a celebrity but a political unknown

· As a war hero he appealed to the North and as a southern planter he appeal to the South

· Zachary Taylor

· 12th President

· Wife: Margaret
· Children: 4

· Slovenly
· Poor speaker
· Never registered to vote
· Relaxed manager
· His nickname was “Old Rough and Ready”
· Taylor didn’t even vote in his own election

· James Madison had arranged for Taylor’s military position and he was related to Robert E. Lee and Jefferson Davis

· Taylor declared that he would not exercise his veto power and was easily swayed by his cabinet and Congress

· Taylor said that Congress should decide on slavery and he would support them

· The crisis over the expansion of slavery into the territories was a major issue in the nation- as a result Henry Clay pushed the Compromise of 1850 (series of bills to help satisfy the North and the South) but Taylor did not like the Compromise and threatened to veto it

· Taylor’s solution for the threat of secession was that he would hang those who did

· Taylor took a break from politics, ate cherries, and drank milk- he soon feel deeply ill

· People claimed that he was poisoned by arsenic in a conspiracy to get rid of him

· Taylor died 5 days later (some believed from gastroenteritis but some believed he was murdered)
· In 1992 his body was exhumed and examined.  It was determined that he was not poisoned with arsenic

Millard Fillmore (1850-1853) (6:58-11:13)
· 50 year old Whig from New York
· Fillmore who had not even met Zachary Taylor until after they were elected assumed the presidency when Taylor died

· Fillmore was considered to be unremarkable

· Millard Fillmore

· 13th President

· Wife: Abigail
· Children: 2
· Modest
· Amiable
· Avid reader
· Delegated authority
· Fillmore was seen as Taylor’s opposite but was selected to balance the ticket
· Fillmore was bland, easy going, and weak

· Fillmore fired his entire cabinet and signed the Compromise of 1850 into law

· He supported slavery because he thought its abolition would lead to the collapse of the economy and that it was protected by the Constitution

· He failed to grasp the moral issue of slavery

· By supporting the compromise Fillmore pleased nobody and his own party would not nominate him for reelection

Franklin Pierce (1853-1857) (11:13-17:41)
· In 1852, the Compromise of 1850 was barely holding the nation together

· Everyone liked Pierce so he easily won the election for president

· 48 year old Democratic from New Hampshire
· Franklin Pierce

· 14th President

· Wife: Jane
· Children: 3 (all died in youth)
· Charming
· Alcoholic
· Deferential
· Indecisive manager
· He was a charming and interesting man, a social butterfly, and alcoholic
· He was sober during the presidency

· Weeks after his election, his 11 year old son was killed in a train accident (their other 2 kids had already died of disease)- this caused Pierce to be somewhat unstable

· Vice President Rufus King died weeks later

· The Kansas-Nebraska Act was proposed to repeal the Compromise of 1850 and allow the territories to decide on slavery (Pierce caved in and supported Douglas and this bill)

· Antislavery groups in the North were outraged- including Lincoln who formed the Republican Party to oppose the expansion of slavery into the territories
· In Kansas Territory- fighting broke out between proslavery and antislavery supporters

· Pierce could not fix the disaster and his own party did not nominate him for re-election

· He went back to New Hampshire and after his wife Jane died, Pierce returned to heavy drinking and lived out his life as an alcoholic recluse- saddest legacy of any president
James Buchanan (1857-1861) (17:41-23:14)
· 65 year old Democrat from Pennsylvania
· Buchanan is often rated as the worst president in American history

· James Buchanan

· 15th President

· Wife: Never Married
· Children: None
· Generous
· Procrastinator
· Engaging
· Consensus seeker
· Buchanan had held numerous political positions and was very detail oriented
· Buchanan was known as the only “Bachelor President”

· He lived with Rufus King for 16 years and accusations of homosexuality were made

· Harriet Lane was his White House hostess and since she wasn’t his wife the term “First Lady” was used

· Buchanan supported the proslavery Constitution in Kansas which made him look like a southern supporter from the point of view of northerners- this made the slavery issue even worse

· On November 6, 1860 Lincoln was elected president

· On December 20, 1860 South Carolina seceded from the Union in anticipation of the presidency of an antislavery president

· Buchanan denied South Carolina’s ability to secede but didn’t do anything to stop it

· Within weeks several additional states left the Union and elected Jefferson Davis as the president of the new Confederate States of America

· Several additional border states remained in the Union but on the fence- Buchanan did nothing

Abraham Lincoln (1861-1865) (23:14-44:19)
· Lincoln’s presidency was so important and he became an icon and was father of the second American Revolution

· 52 year old Republican from Illinois
· Lincoln wanted to restore the Union to what it was before his election

· Lincoln did not start out as the great emancipator but he became one during his presidency 

· Abraham Lincoln
· 16th President

· Wife: Mary
· Children: 3
· Excellent sense of humor
· Liked to be photographed
· Obsessed with military strategy
· Decisive manager
· People saw Lincoln as a role model for those in politics but others hated him
· Lincoln suffered from sadness, desperation, and despair

· Known as “Honest Abe” because he was a seeker of truth

· As a child Lincoln worked hard to move himself out of poverty (born in a log cabin)

· Lincoln’s cabinet was stacked with intellectuals and he even included political rivals but reserved the final decision to himself

· Lincoln’s original intention was simply to save the Union.  He hated slavery but did not intend to free the slaves

· Lincoln hoped to contain slavery and let it die out a natural death- just don’t let it expand

· The day Lincoln took office he received a letter from Major Anderson, commander of Fort Sumter requesting supplies or else he would have to surrender the fort.  Lincoln decided to send supplies and if the South stopped them, then the start of war would be on the South

· Jefferson Davis ordered the South to attack the fort before receiving supplies- the Civil War had begun

· The flag from Fort Sumter was saved and served as an important symbol for America- Fort Sumter fell to the South
· Lincoln became commander in chief and studied military tactics and strategy as he was not a military man

· In August 1861- General John C. Fremont freed slaves in Missouri- Lincoln fired him as he was afraid that other border states would leave the Union

· Personal tragedy also hit Lincoln when typhoid claimed his 11-year old son Willy

· The Civil War consumed Lincoln’s life

· Shiloh was an important victory for the North but Lincoln realized that the Civil War would be a total war and that he would have to face the moral issue of slavery

· Lincoln announced that slaves in the rebelling states would be freed

· On September 22, 1862 Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclamation ending slavery in the South

· To enforce the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln had to win battles

· In the east the Confederates were winning despite Union victories in the west

· After a 3 day bloody battle at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Lincoln commemorated the battlefield as a national cemetery- his 2 minute Gettysburg Address was one of the most important speeches in American history and defined American equality

· By 1864, Lincoln ran for re-election against former General George B. McClellan (who promised to end the Civil War and possibly repeal the Emancipation Proclamation)

·  Lincoln refused to back away from his stance against slavery- because of that, it looked like Lincoln might lose his reelection

· Military battles and victories for the North turned the momentum in the favor of Lincoln in 1864 and he won re-election

· The war had taken a toll on Lincoln’s physical health and image

· Lincoln was empathetic for the humanity of all men
· In his reelection address Lincoln laid out his plan for peace and reconstruction of the nation- without vindictiveness towards the South in the hopes of healing the country

· On April 9, 1865 Robert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant

· Lincoln called for welcoming the South back and giving the former slaves the right to vote

· On April 14, 1865 at Ford’s Theater the Lincoln’s saw “Our American Cousin” and it was there that he was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth
· By trying to save the American Republic he changed and did the right thing- setting the stage for the American freedom and equality that we all enjoy today
